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Dear CDS Students and Families, 

 
Welcome to the College Applica�on Guidance program at Cheongna Dalton School (CDS). As you prepare 
to embark on the exci�ng journey toward higher educa�on, our college counseling team is commited to 
suppor�ng you every step of the way. This process can feel overwhelming at �mes, but you are not 
alone—we are here to provide the resources, clarity, and encouragement you need to navigate the path 
with confidence. 

 

This guide has been though�ully designed to help you understand each phase of the applica�on process, 
stay informed about important dates, and explore a wide range of academic opportuni�es both in Korea 
and around the world. Whether you are considering universi�es in the United States, Korea, Canada, the 
United Kingdom, Singapore, Japan, Hong Kong, or Australia, our goal is to help you make informed 
decisions that reflect your strengths, interests, and aspira�ons. 

 

At CDS, we are deeply commited to the values of honesty, fairness, and responsibility throughout the 
college applica�on process. These values not only guide our support but also shape the partnerships we 
maintain with universi�es across the globe. We expect our students to uphold the same principles as 
they move through this journey. 

 

As you begin this next chapter, remember that your growth—both academically and personally—is at 
the heart of this process. We are honored to walk alongside you and your family as you pursue the 
opportuni�es ahead. 

 
 
Warmest wishes, 

 

CDS College Counseling Team 
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Important Dates for 2025-2026 

AUGUST 2025 

 August 23 – SAT administered at CDS 

SEPTEMBER 2025 

 September 8–12 – Early Decision applica�on period for Korean universi�es 
 September 13 – SAT administered at CDS 

OCTOBER 2025 

 October 1 – FAFSA opens (Financial Aid Forms) 
 October 4 – SAT administered outside CDS 
 October 15 – Early Ac�on deadline for select U.S. colleges 
 October 17–18 – ACT administered in Korea 
 October 22 – PSAT/NMSQT administered at CDS 

NOVEMEBR 2025 

 November 1 – Early Decision deadline for U.S. colleges 
 November 1 – Early Ac�on deadline for many U.S. colleges 
 November 8 – SAT administered outside CDS 
 November 13–26 – Early Round deadlines for Hong Kong universi�es 
 November 15 – Early Ac�on deadline for select U.S. colleges 
 November 30 – UC applica�on deadline 

DECEMBER 2025 

 December 6 – SAT administered at CDS 
 December 12–13 – ACT administered in Korea 

JANUARY 2026 

 January 1 – Regular Decision deadline for many U.S. colleges 
 January 8–February 5 – Regular Round deadlines for Hong Kong universi�es 
 January 14 – UCAS applica�on deadline for most U.K. universi�es 

FEBRUARY 2026 

 February 6–7 – ACT administered in Korea 
 February 23–March 19 – Applica�on period for public universi�es in Singapore 

MARCH 2026 

 March 14 – Digital SAT administered at CDS 
 March 15–April 15 – Admission decisions released for many U.S. colleges 
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APRIL 2026 

 April 10–11 – ACT administered in Korea 

MAY 2026 

 May 1 – U.S. College Decision Day (commit and submit enrollment deposit) 
 May 2 – Digital SAT administered outside CDS 
 May 4–15 – AP Exams 
 May 18–22 – AP Late Exams 

JUNE 2026 

 June 6 – Digital SAT administered at CDS 
 June 12–13 – ACT administered in Korea 
 June 20 – Gradua�on 

JULY 2026 

 July 6–10 – Applica�on period for Overseas Koreans Admissions (Korean universi�es) 
 July 10–11 – ACT administered in Korea 

SEPTEMBER 2026 

 September 7-11, Early Decision applica�on periods for Korean colleges 

 

* Students are responsible for knowing registration dates and deadlines for all tests.   

For SAT: htps://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register/dates-deadlines 

For ACT: htp://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/taking-the-test.html 

For TOEFL: htp://www.ets.org/bin/getprogram.cgi?test=toefl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register/dates-deadlines
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/taking-the-test.html
http://www.ets.org/bin/getprogram.cgi?test=toefl
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Timeline 
This �meline is a structured guide designed to help students navigate the college applica�on process 
with clarity and confidence. While it provides a general framework, individual situa�ons may vary, so it is 
important to meet regularly with your college counselor to tailor this plan to your needs. 

 

Junior Year 

 Individual Mee�ng: Schedule a one-on-one session with your counselor to discuss academic 
goals and future plans. 

 Workshops: Atend college counseling workshops hosted throughout the year. 
 Extracurricular Profile: Update your ac�vi�es in Cialfo under the Profile tab. 
 Standardized Tests: Take the SAT or ACT at least once to establish baseline scores. 
 Leters of Recommenda�on: Request at least one recommenda�on from a core academic 

teacher (most colleges require two). 
 College Research: Begin building your “Longlist” in Cialfo. 
 College Visits & Info Sessions: Atend CDS visits and virtual sessions offered by universi�es. 

 

Summer (Between Junior and Senior Year) 

 Research: Deepen your understanding of majors and schools of interest. 
 Campus Visits: Visit campuses in person or explore virtual tours. 
 Explore Interests: Par�cipate in summer programs, internships, courses, or personal projects. 
 Essay Dra�ing: Brainstorm and dra� your Common Applica�on personal essay. 
 Extracurricular Update: Add new ac�vi�es to your Cialfo profile. 
 Test Prep: Prepare for addi�onal fall tes�ng if needed. 

 

Senior Year 

August through October 

 Counselor Mee�ngs: Con�nue regular check-ins. 
 Cialfo Updates: Move colleges from Longlist to Shortlist (especially for U.S. schools). 
 Applica�on Ques�onnaires: Complete the Counselor Recommenda�on Ques�onnaire. 
 Standardized Tests: Register for any remaining SAT/ACT test dates. 
 College Fairs / Info Sessions: Atend events to learn more about programs and requirements. 
 Admissions Research: Carefully review each college’s applica�on components and deadlines. 
 Essays & Supplements: Write and revise all required essays. 
 Deadlines & Planning: Inform your counselor of any ED/EA plans. 
 Financial Aid: Track FAFSA and other aid requirements. 
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 Hong Kong Applica�ons: Begin early-round applica�on prep (for mid-November deadlines). 
 

November, December, January, and February 

 Applica�on Comple�on: Submit all applica�ons with deadlines through February. 
 UCAS Submission: Submit UCAS applica�ons by January 14, the official equal-considera�on 

deadline for most U.K. universi�es. 
 Admission No�fica�ons: Inform your counselor of ED/EA results. 
 Deferred Applica�ons: Discuss strategies if your applica�on is deferred. 
 Singapore Applica�ons: Begin applying—note that deadlines vary by university. 
 Japan Applica�ons: Start preparing essays, resumes, and suppor�ng documents. 

 

March, April, and May 

 Decision No�fica�ons: Update your counselor on all decisions. U.S. decisions typically release 
from mid-March to early April (varies by ins�tu�on). 

 Waitlist Op�ons: Review your op�ons with your counselor. 
 Final Decision: Confirm your enrollment and no�fy colleges you will not atend. 
 Grade Maintenance: Con�nue strong academic performance to protect your admission offer. 
 FAFSA: Submit by the school-specific priority deadlines; final submission by end of June if 

applicable. 

 

A�er Gradua�on (Korean University Applicants) 

June, July, and August 

 Record Review: Meet with your counselor to review your Student Record for Korean university 
applica�ons. 

 College List: Finalize your list of Korean universi�es with your counselor and family. 
 TOEFL (If Needed): The August test date may be your final opportunity to improve your score. 

 

September 

• Applica�on Deadlines: Carefully reconfirm all deadlines and ensure all materials are ready. 
 

By following this �meline, you will stay organized and prepared, ensuring you meet all key deadlines and 
requirements with confidence. 
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Choosing Your Academic Des�na�on 
If you were atending a local Korean school, you would most likely apply to Korean universi�es. However, 
your journey at CDS opens the door to a world of global opportuni�es, offering an expansive landscape 
of academic pathways across mul�ple countries. The challenge is no longer the lack of op�ons—but 
choosing the des�na�on that best aligns with your aspira�ons. 

While many CDS graduates choose the United States or Korea, a significant number pursue universi�es in 
the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, the European Union, Hong Kong, Japan, or Singapore. Each 
des�na�on offers a dis�nct academic environment, cultural experience, and set of admission 
expecta�ons. 

To support your decision-making, this guide provides a clear overview of major university systems 
around the world, highligh�ng their features, admissions processes, and considera�ons. For deeper 
informa�on, visit the CDS counseling website, where you will find addi�onal resources and links to guide 
your explora�on. 

 

United States of America 

In the United States, “college” typically refers to ins�tu�ons focused on undergraduate educa�on, while 
“university” offers both undergraduate and graduate programs, o�en with strong research components. 
Students enjoy flexibility in choosing or changing majors, exploring subjects during their first two years 
before declaring a field of study. 

Choosing a Major 

Many U.S. college freshmen begin their studies without a declared major, which is perfectly acceptable. 
It’s common to explore various subjects during the first two years of study before setling on a major. 
This explora�on period allows students to discover their interests and strengths. Most students fulfill 
general educa�on or "core" requirements during this �me to ensure a well-rounded educa�onal 
founda�on. 

Transferring Between Ins�tu�ons 

The U.S. higher educa�on system offers considerable flexibility in transferring between ins�tu�ons. For 
instance, if a student decides to transfer a�er their sophomore year, the new ins�tu�on may accept 
most, if not all, of their earned credits, depending on the alignment of courses. Transfer acceptance is 
o�en based on college grades rather than high school performance. 
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Admissions Criteria and Processes 

Admissions criteria and processes vary significantly across U.S. colleges and universi�es. Each ins�tu�on 
sets its own standards, requiring a unique applica�on, supplemental ques�ons, and different deadlines. 
This diversity in requirements can be complex, with even those accep�ng the Common Applica�on o�en 
requiring addi�onal materials specific to their ins�tu�on. 

Comple�ng College Applica�ons 

Comple�ng college applica�ons may seem daun�ng, but it's crucial to give yourself plenty of �me to fill 
them out though�ully. Admissions requirements and deadlines vary, so it's essen�al to check carefully to 
ensure you've completed all necessary requirements. Your college counselor is available to answer any 
ques�ons you might have throughout the process. 

Essays 

Essay topics for colleges are typically released in the spring or summer before your senior year. While 
specific direc�ons vary, the purpose of the essay is for the admissions officer to learn more about you. 
Many schools require one large essay and smaller, supplemental essays, so it's important to check the 
requirements for each college. 

Extracurricular Ac�vi�es 

Colleges will give you the opportunity to report your extracurricular ac�vi�es and interests. Focus on 
your most meaningful ac�vi�es and list them in order of importance. Keeping this sec�on up to date can 
assist you in comple�ng your applica�ons. 

Sending Official Test Scores 

When you take standardized tests like the SAT, ACT, TOEFL, or IELTS, you are the one who receives and 
"owns" the scores. Some colleges allow students to self-report their scores on their applica�on, which 
can result in significant cost savings. 

Recommenda�ons 

Most applica�ons require a counselor recommenda�on and teacher recommenda�ons. Counselor 
recommenda�ons provide informa�on about your academic performance, extracurricular ac�vi�es, and 
character. Teacher recommenda�ons focus on academics and coursework. It's essen�al to plan ahead 
and give your teachers plenty of no�ce. 

Addi�onal Recommenda�ons or Materials 

If you think you might benefit from submi�ng supplemental recommenda�ons or materials, consult 
your college counselor first. It's crucial not to overload your applica�on with unnecessary materials. 
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Applica�on Deadlines 

Colleges in the US have a wide range of applica�on deadlines, so it's important to consult deadlines early 
and pay close aten�on to requirements. Individual colleges typically offer mul�ple deadlines, including 
early decision, early ac�on, and regular decision. 

Naviga�ng the US college applica�on process requires careful planning and prepara�on, but by 
understanding the requirements and staying organized, you can posi�on yourself for success. 

 

Korea 

With the increasing trend of CDS students applying to Korean universi�es, understanding the intricacies 
of the applica�on process is crucial. This guide provides an in-depth overview of the various admission 
pathways, evalua�on criteria, and applica�on procedures, tailored to meet the diverse needs of CDS 
students. 

Admission Pathways 

CDS students have three primary admission pathways to Korean universi�es: 

 Early Decision (Holis�c Admission): 

o Applica�on Period: Typically mid-September. 
o Eligibility: Open to CDS students compe�ng with local Korean students. Certain programs 

may offer advantages based on the applicant's background or qualifica�ons. 
o Process: Applicants can apply to a maximum of six universi�es, considering various 

aspects of academic achievements, extracurricular ac�vi�es, personal quali�es, and 
poten�al contribu�ons to the university community. 
 

 Overseas Koreans Admissions: 
o Applica�on Period: Typically early July. 
o Eligibility: Korean na�onal students who studied abroad for at least three academic 

years, with one year in grades 10-12 studying in a foreign country where one parent was 
employed. 

o Process: Applicants can apply to a maximum of six universi�es, acknowledging their 
unique circumstances and interna�onal experiences. 
 

 Interna�onal Students Admissions: 
o Eligibility: Open to foreign na�onals, excluding those with dual Korean ci�zenship. 
o Process: Applica�on periods and criteria vary by university. 
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Evalua�on Criteria 

Korean universi�es me�culously evaluate applicants based on: 

 Academic Competency: Assessing GPA trends, AP exam scores, and occasionally SAT scores to 
gauge academic readiness and integrity. 

 Career Competency: Evalua�ng subject proficiency and depth of extracurricular engagement 
relevant to the chosen major. 

 Community Engagement: Assessing collabora�on, communica�on skills, and ethical values 
demonstrated within the school community. 

Applica�on Procedures 

 Personal Statements/Recommenda�ons: Beginning 2024, the requirement for personal 
statements and recommenda�ons has been eliminated. 

 Applica�on Timeline: Rolling admission starts in mid-September, while overseas Korean 
applicants apply in early July, with specific schedules communicated by universi�es. 

 Interview Process: Formats vary by university, ranging from major-specific interviews to more 
general discussions on mo�va�ons and ac�vi�es. 

Announcement of Successful Candidates 

Results, including successful candidates and waitlisted individuals, are typically disclosed from mid-
November to the end of December, providing clarity on admission status. 

By understanding and effec�vely naviga�ng these processes, CDS students can enhance their chances of 
successful admission to Korean universi�es, leveraging their unique backgrounds and academic profiles. 

 

Australia 

Australia's academic year commences in February, with a mid-year intake in July. Typically, applica�ons 
are due in October, a few months post high school gradua�on. Plan your ac�vi�es between gradua�on 
and university commencement accordingly. 

Admission Criteria and Pathways 

Australian universi�es accept American high school diplomas with addi�onal requirements. Highly 
selec�ve universi�es may demand high SAT scores and two to four strong AP scores. Others may assess 
transcripts, recommenda�on leters, and SAT scores holis�cally. Inadequate qualifica�ons may 
necessitate enrollment in a six to twelve-month Founda�on Year program, leading to university 
admission. 

 



 

Pa
ge

11
 

Applica�on Process 

There's no centralized applica�on system in Australia. Non-Australian passport holders must adhere to 
individual university applica�on guidelines. Australian passport holders apply via state ter�ary 
admissions centres. 

Program Selec�on and Dura�on 

Applicants must decide their field of study upon applica�on, with courses focusing on that area. Most 
programs span three years, and the school year begins in February. Some universi�es offer mid-year 
intake in late June or early July. 

Addi�onal Resources and Support 

For guidance on studying in Australia or naviga�ng the applica�on process, consider contac�ng 
Interna�onal Development Program (IDP) Educa�on Australia. IDP Educa�on serves as a comprehensive 
resource for Australian educa�on informa�on and assistance. 

Applica�on Considera�ons 

Most Australian universi�es primarily consider SAT or ACT scores for admissions. Some programs may 
require AP scores or review high school transcripts. Leters of recommenda�on and personal essays are 
typically not required for admission. 

When to Apply 

Australian universi�es admit interna�onal students on a rolling basis, allowing applica�ons up to a year 
before enrollment. Applying five to six months before the intended start date is advisable. Residen�al 
hall applica�ons should be submited early, poten�ally before university applica�ons. It is advisable for 
students to wait to apply to Australian medical programs un�l a�er they have officially graduated from 
CDS and received a diploma. 

U�lizing the Gap Year 

Consider u�lizing the �me between high school gradua�on and the start of university for gap year 
experiences or personal development. 

Australia offers a diverse range of universi�es with varying admission criteria and pathways. With careful 
planning and research, studying in Australia can be a rewarding experience, offering unique academic 
opportuni�es and a vibrant cultural environment. 
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Canada 

In Canada, universi�es grant bachelor's and advanced degrees, while colleges focus on voca�onal and 
technical educa�on. Within Canadian universi�es, schools are referred to as facul�es or colleges, similar 
to US and UK terminology. 

Admission Requirements 

Each Canadian university has minimum admission requirements based on Canadian grading standards. 
These requirements vary between facul�es and may include specific course grades, especially in subjects 
like science and mathema�cs. It's essen�al for American-paterned school graduates to review 
requirements carefully, as grading scales differ. 

Applica�on Process 

Ontario universi�es use the Ontario Universi�es Applica�on Centre (OUAC), a centralized applica�on 
system similar to the UK. Students submit a single applica�on through OUAC, which is then forwarded to 
their chosen universi�es. Applica�on deadlines typically fall at the end of November. 

In other provinces, students apply directly to universi�es. A�er submi�ng an applica�on, universi�es 
will request transcripts and other documents. Students should ensure their unique student ID number is 
included on all documents for proper filing. 

Flexibility in Major Selec�on 

While students may apply to a specific field of study, Canadian universi�es generally allow flexibility to 
change majors within the first two years of a program. 

Applica�on Considera�ons 

Most Canadian universi�es priori�ze grades in core academic subjects from the last two years of high 
school. Some ins�tu�ons are adop�ng a more holis�c review process for certain programs, which may 
include short essays or lists of extracurricular ac�vi�es. Leters of recommenda�on are rarely required. 

How to Apply 

The applica�on process for Canadian universi�es is straigh�orward. Students complete individual 
university applica�ons and submit their high school transcript. Ontario universi�es u�lize the OUAC 
online applica�on for applying to mul�ple ins�tu�ons in the province. 

Applica�on Deadlines 

Deadlines for Canadian universi�es typically range from early January to late March, with some selec�ve 
universi�es recommending early- or mid-November applica�ons. It's important to check each school's 
website for specific deadlines and consult with a college counselor if needed. 
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Hong Kong 

Recently, many students from CDS have expressed growing interest in universi�es in Hong Kong due to 
en�cing factors such as proximity to Korea, posi�ve job prospects, high world university rankings, and 
slightly lower tui�on costs compared to the US or UK. The applica�on process for Hong Kong universi�es 
is similar to that of US universi�es, with early and regular applica�on rounds. 

Applica�on Period 

The early applica�on round typically closes in mid-November, while the regular round closes in early 
January. Applicants are required to submit an applica�on, personal statement, and suppor�ng 
documents through each university's applica�on portal. They also nominate recommenders who can 
provide insights into their academic and extracurricular achievements. 

Admission Criteria 

Hong Kong universi�es employ a holis�c review process, taking into account not only academic factors 
such as GPA, SAT, and AP scores but also leadership ac�vi�es, major-related pursuits, poten�al 
contribu�ons to the community, and involvement in local volunteer work. Recommenda�ons from 
teachers and counselors are highly valued and considered as part of the evalua�on process. 

Timing of Admissions Offers 

Admissions offers may begin as early as December and con�nue un�l May or even July of the 
subsequent year. Applicants may receive firm offers directly from the university they applied to in Hong 
Kong. For those who receive condi�onal offers or have not yet received an offer, submission of mid-year 
grades a�er the end of the second quarter of the 12th year or final grades a�er gradua�on may be 
required. It's essen�al to ensure that any pending AP or SAT test scores are also sent promptly. 

Addi�onal Considera�ons 

Students are advised to consult with their counselors to determine the programs or facul�es that best 
align with their academic and career goals. Par�cipa�on in extracurricular ac�vi�es and a demonstrated 
passion for major-related interests are highly regarded by Hong Kong universi�es. Applicants should 
diligently prepare all required documents and adhere to deadlines to enhance their chances of 
admission. 

Studying in Hong Kong offers students a unique opportunity to experience a vibrant and dynamic 
academic environment while enjoying cultural diversity and excellent prospects for future career 
opportuni�es. By understanding the applica�on process and mee�ng the requirements set forth by 
Hong Kong universi�es, students can embark on an enriching educa�onal journey in this global city. 
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Japan 

Keio, Waseda, Sophia, Ritsumeikan, and Interna�onal Chris�an University (ICU) are among the major 
universi�es in Japan tailored specifically for English-speaking students from interna�onal schools. 
Waseda also offers an interna�onal program atrac�ng students from outside Japan. For Japanese 
students applying to local universi�es, admission decisions primarily hinge on examina�on results. Some 
Japanese universi�es, such as Keio University and Waseda University, now offer interna�onal 
departments with English-taught courses, paralleling Sophia and ICU, each with a dis�nct admission 
process for interested students. 

Academic Structure 

Most universi�es in Japan follow a liberal arts-based curriculum. Ini�ally, students undertake a broad 
range of courses in their first two years, followed by specializa�on in their chosen major for the final two 
years. Japan features both private and public universi�es. While most courses are conducted in 
Japanese, a select few programs are offered en�rely in English, albeit with limited capacity and high 
compe��on. 

Applica�on Considera�ons 

Japanese universi�es adopt a holis�c approach to applica�on review akin to US ins�tu�ons, albeit with 
greater emphasis on standardized test scores. SAT or ACT scores (o�en favoring SAT), along with GPA, 
form the core evalua�on criteria. Addi�onally, applicants must submit high school transcripts, write 
essays discussing their alignment with a par�cular school and intended major, provide 
recommenda�ons, and may be subject to panel interviews with professors. English-taught programs 
generally waive Japanese language exam requirements but may request TOEFL scores, even for fluent 
English speakers. 

How to Apply 

Japanese universi�es don't have a centralized applica�on system, with some universi�es s�ll employing 
paper-based applica�ons. It's crucial to me�culously follow each university's applica�on instruc�ons 
available on their respec�ve websites. 

When to Apply 

Admission deadlines and start dates vary across universi�es, with some ins�tu�ons offering mul�ple 
admission cycles. English-taught programs at Waseda, for example, begin in either September or April, 
whereas other universi�es typically start in September. It is crucial for applicants to check and adhere to 
the specific deadlines of each university. The applica�on process o�en kicks off as early as December or 
January of the senior year, with most deadlines situated in the spring or early summer. 

 



 

Pa
ge

15
 

Supplementary Requests 

Applicants to Japanese universi�es should consult the college counselor for a supplementary request 
form, required for each school applied to. 

By comprehensively understanding and adhering to these guidelines, applicants can effec�vely navigate 
the applica�on process for Japanese universi�es. 

 

Singapore 

Interest in Singapore universi�es among CDS students is increasing, driven by factors such as the 
country's poli�cal and economic stability, its reputa�on for public safety, and the availability of financial 
support programs like the government's tui�on grant program. Addi�onally, the widespread use of 
English as the official language in Singapore facilitates seamless daily communica�on. Singapore boasts a 
diverse array of university op�ons, all offering courses conducted in English. While admission to 
tradi�onal public universi�es is highly compe��ve and typically requires a clearly defined academic 
direc�on, Singapore also hosts public polytechnics, foreign universi�es, and art and design schools, 
catering to a wide range of academic interests. Degree programs in Singapore generally span three to 
four years. 

Applica�on Considera�ons 

Public universi�es in Singapore place significant emphasis on high test scores, o�en requiring SATs or 
ACTs, as well as AP exam scores. Notably, major Singaporean na�onal universi�es do not require the 
submission of recommenda�on leters. However, applica�on requirements vary by ins�tu�on, 
underscoring the importance of reviewing individual university websites for specific course of study 
requirements. 

How to Apply 

Given that there is no centralized applica�on system in Singapore, applicants must refer to each school's 
website for detailed applica�on instruc�ons and adhere to them diligently. 

When to Apply 

Applica�on deadlines vary across ins�tu�ons, making it crucial for applicants to carefully review each 
university's website for per�nent deadlines and intake periods. Typically, applica�ons are submited 
between November and early March for the August intake periods. 
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Addi�onal Informa�on 

Na�onal universi�es in Singapore, including the Na�onal University of Singapore, Nanyang Technological 
University, and Singapore Management University, are highly compe��ve, par�cularly for interna�onal 
students. While these ins�tu�ons priori�ze quan�ta�ve factors like test scores during the evalua�on 
process, qualita�ve factors such as extracurricular ac�vi�es, leadership experiences, awards, and 
volunteer work are also taken into considera�on. Prospec�ve applicants typically submit their 
applica�ons to Singapore universi�es from mid-February to the end of February during their senior year. 
It's advisable for students to have completed required courses and atained high SAT and AP exam 
scores, as well as commendable school grades, by this �me. 

The Na�onal University of Singapore introduced five short essays as part of the admission process 
star�ng from the 2023 intake. Addi�onally, certain majors at the Na�onal University of Singapore may 
have prerequisites for admission, necessita�ng students to seek guidance from their counselors 
beforehand. CDS students typically apply a�er mid-year grades come out, which becomes possible a�er 
the second quarter. Furthermore, students who receive tui�on grants from the Singapore government 
are obligated to work in Singapore for three years post-gradua�on or secure employment with a 
Singapore-based overseas en�ty. Failure to comply with this condi�on may necessitate the 
reimbursement of tui�on grant funds. 

By comprehensively understanding and adhering to these guidelines, CDS students can effec�vely 
navigate the applica�on process and enhance their chances of securing admission to Singapore 
universi�es. 

 

United Kingdom 

The UK is home to pres�gious ins�tu�ons like Oxford, Cambridge, and others, offering diverse 
educa�onal experiences. The shorter dura�on of undergraduate programs allows for an early entry into 
professional life or further studies. Many universi�es provide opportuni�es for internships or a year 
abroad, enriching the student experience. 

In the UK, students typically focus on one or two subjects for their en�re degree program, offering a 
highly specialized educa�on. Unlike the US system, there are no general educa�on requirements. Most 
degree programs take three years to complete, except in Scotland, where they o�en last four years. 

Choosing a Major 

Choosing a major in the UK involves commi�ng to a specific area of study, as transferring between 
subjects usually requires star�ng the degree over. However, combining two subjects, such as French and 
History or Business and Interna�onal Rela�ons, is also possible. 
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Applica�on Requirements 

UK universi�es primarily consider high scores on Advanced Placement (AP) exams for admissions. 
Students without qualifying scores may need to complete a founda�on course. The applica�on process 
typically includes wri�ng a personal statement and may involve specialized admissions tests for certain 
courses. 

Naviga�ng the Applica�on Process 

The applica�on process in the UK, managed through UCAS, requires careful planning and early decision-
making. Students must select up to five universi�es and decide on their degree when applying. Academic 
performance is crucial, but non-academic components like personal statements and extracurricular 
ac�vi�es also play a significant role. 

Applica�on Components 

Students must submit a personal statement highligh�ng their mo�va�on for the chosen degree. 
Recommenda�ons and standardized test scores may also be required. Deadlines vary, with earlier 
deadlines for Oxford, Cambridge, and certain courses. Addi�onal requirements, such as interviews and 
ap�tude tests, may apply for these universi�es. 

Preparing for Success 

To improve admission chances, students should focus on achieving high AP exam scores, cra�ing a 
compelling personal statement, and engaging in relevant extracurricular ac�vi�es. Thorough research 
into university requirements and strategic selec�on of degree op�ons are essen�al for a successful 
applica�on. 

By understanding the unique features of UK universi�es and naviga�ng the applica�on process 
effec�vely, students can increase their chances of admission to their desired ins�tu�ons and embark on 
a rewarding academic journey. 
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College Applica�on Policies 
At Cheongna Dalton School (CDS), we are steadfast in our commitment to upholding values of honesty, 
fairness, and responsibility throughout the college applica�on process. Our dedica�on to these 
principles has fostered posi�ve rela�onships with universi�es worldwide. To maintain these trus�ng 
rela�onships, we expect our students to adhere to the following guidelines and agreements: 

Early Decision Commitment 

Op�ng for a binding Early Decision (ED) applica�on to a college or university signifies your pledge to 
atend that ins�tu�on as your first-choice school globally. If admited under ED, you are required to 
withdraw all other college applica�ons, regardless of their loca�on. To reinforce this commitment, CDS 
will suspend processing requests for transcripts or any other applica�on-related documents for other 
ins�tu�ons. 

Mandatory No�fica�on of College Applica�ons 

Integral to our applica�on support system is the requirement for students to inform their college 
counselor about the list of colleges or universi�es they intend to apply to. This policy ensures that 
students do not independently or with external counselors apply to colleges without CDS’s knowledge. 
Non-compliance with this policy will result in a limita�on on the school’s support for the student's 
applica�on process, including the issuance of necessary documenta�on and transcripts. 

Waiver of Rights to View Recommenda�ons 

Recommenda�on leters from teachers and college counselors at CDS are cra�ed to truthfully advocate 
for the student while remaining confiden�al. Acknowledging the weight of confiden�al 
recommenda�ons with admissions officers, it is beneficial for your admission prospects to waive your 
right to view these documents. Therefore, CDS mandates all students to waive their right to access their 
recommenda�on leters, enhancing the credibility and impact of these endorsements. 

Disciplinary Repor�ng 

Aligned with our commitment to honesty and responsibility, CDS is obligated to report any disciplinary 
ac�on resul�ng in an out-of-school suspension when colleges request such informa�on during the 
applica�on process. This policy underscores our dedica�on to transparency and integrity in represen�ng 
our students to higher educa�on ins�tu�ons. 

By adhering to these policies, CDS students reaffirm their commitment to the school’s core values, 
ensuring a college applica�on process that is fair, respec�ul, and rooted in integrity. 
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